
 

 

 

 
Dear B-V Families and Friends, 

A big shout out to our Citizens of the Month who consistently demonstrated the 
trait of Communication!  Congratulations to: Kendall H., Brendan R., Dimitris K., Brandon P., 
Isabelle L., Sofia C., Ashley S., Christian S., Nico P., Nicole R., Jackson S., Michael W., 
Anthony P., Justin C., Simona C., Kaelyn A. and Emily S.  Next month, we focus on the trait 
of Grit. 

Our B-V SOAR Ambassadors are continuing to catch positive behaviors around our 
school community, have involved themselves in various festivities and have helped with 
several new family / student / staff tours.  Follow this link for the full story: 

https://www.henhudschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&Modu
leInstanceID=10192&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-

3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=39527&PageID=9 
Congratulations to all of our B-V Ambassadors: Kaelyn A., Lilly A., Randy A-T., Bianca 

B., Carrington B., Rylee B., Charlotte B., Tyler B., Simona C., Taylor C., Sebastian C., 
Maximiliano D., Kayle D., Anthony G., Daniel H., Mariely H., Casey L., Amanda M., Chloe M., 
Kiehley M., Ariana P., Michael P., Xavian R., Aiden S., Addison S., Ella S., Suri T., Mia T., 
Xavier T., Elisabeth V., Olivia V. and Kane W.! 
 Early in October, we had fire prevention assemblies outside led by Deputy Chief Tom 
Grant, Lt. Kieran Outhouse, Ex-Chief Al Roush III, Asst. Chief Bob Outhouse and Deputy 
Chief Stu Bayer.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 B-V News 

November 2021 

Twitter Handle:  @BV_Principal 



Some important fire safety reminders for the whole family are: 
 Install smoke detectors on every level of your home. 
 Test smoke detectors once a month and change the batteries twice a year. 
 Always have an escape route and meeting place outside.  Always know two ways out 

of every room.  Practice exit drills with your family once a month. 
 Never go back into a burning building.  Go to a neighbor’s house to call for help. 
 Store flammable items such as matches, lighters, gas, etc. away from children. 
 If your clothes catch on fire, remember the rules of STOP, DROP, COVER YOUR 

FACE and ROLL! 
 Always stay low in smoke where the air is easier to breathe. 
 Know your emergency number to call for help if there is an emergency. 
 Stay calm in a fire, stay low and move quickly to an exit.  Always stay at a safe 

distance from the fire. 

On Friday, our custodian, Mr. Kevin Golden, brought some of his pets for us to view – 
each class had time to ask questions and answers as well – check out Twitter (@BV_Principal 
or you can also view these on our school website) for more pictures. For those that are 
trick-or-treating, please be careful and stay safe. 

Each week we have been sharing Getting to Know You Interviews for grade levels, 
teams, etc. on Twitter – please check those out as well to learn more about our school 
community. 

Please make sure you meet with your child’s teachers for conferences and if you ever 
have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s progress, please start by contacting 
your child’s teacher(s). If you need additional support or have further questions, feel free 
to contact me at any time. Happy Halloween! 

            -Mr. Cohen 

Parent / Teacher Conferences 
Tuesday, November 2nd Full Day Conferences 
Thursday, November 4th Evening Conferences 6:00 - 8:15 p.m. 

Information was sent out earlier this week regarding Parent / Teacher Conferences. 
Conferences will be held virtually.  Specific scheduling information will be communicated 
through your child’s homeroom teacher.  Each parent is urged to take advantage of this 
opportunity to confer with his / her child’s teacher.  If you need a translator, please let 
your child’s teacher(s) know. 

School Pictures 
 School picture proofs were sent home with each student yesterday.  Please follow 
the directions provided.  Retake day is Wednesday, November 3rd, please send in a note if 
you would like your child’s picture retaken. 



Daylight Savings 
 Get ready to "fall back"... Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday, 
November 7th at 2 a.m., which means you will need to turn your clocks back 
an hour before you go to bed Saturday night, November 6th. 

Morning Pick-ups 
 8:30 a.m. is when our supervision begins, so please do not drop off your child early 
and drive away.  There could be a lockdown inside or a wild animal in the area and no one 
would be able to let them in. 

Afternoon Pick-ups 
 If you are picking up your child(ren) before buses ~2:50-2:55 p.m., please park your 
car and walk up to the front entrance.  We will have a staff member at the door so we can 
gather your children and escort them out to you.  If it is earlier, or no one is there, please 
call the main office at 914-257-5412 or 914-257-5413.  No child should leave the building 
unescorted.  

Electronic Toys and Cherished Belongings 
 Electronic items, expensive items and those items your child is particularly fond of 
should not be brought to school.  They could be lost, broken or become a distraction.  Also, 
trading, giving away, or accepting items from other students is strongly prohibited. 

Notes from the Specials 
Art – a new adventure! 

 Information regarding Artsonia, an online digital art portfolio for each individual 
student was sent home this week.  If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Irwin at 
kathleen.irwin@henhudschools.org. 

Library Media Center 
By Miss Bender 

 Good news!  All students have successfully checked out books from the B-V Library!  
Sadly, not all books have been returned and some have been returned damaged. 
 Please remember the important book care rules we’ve discussed in class:  

● Keep books clean and dry 
● Keep books away from pets 
● Read your book with clean hands 
● Keep your book away from small children and babies 
● Keep food and drinks away from your book 
● You should never draw on, write on, or cut the pages of your book 
● Use a bookmark to hold your place 
● Keep your library book in your backpack when you aren’t reading it.  That way 

you always have it ready to exchange on library days.  
 If a library book is lost or damaged, you will need to purchase a copy of the book to 
replace it.  Happy Reading! 

 



Music News 
4th & 5th Grade: 

 During October, students learned a new rhythm pattern called syncopation and 
performed the Jamaican folk song, “Shake the Papaya Down” to practice their new 
skill.  They also learned about chords and how I and V chords are the chords most 
commonly found in songs.  Then, they performed I-V chords on the xylophone while 
singing the Dominican folk song, “Dis Solda La” 

 4th and 5th grade students also started CHORUS during the month of October, which 
helps set our student musicians up for success in ensembles at the secondary level. 

3rd Grade: 
 3rd grade students learned and performed a mix of skills during October.  We 

focused partially on melodic training and singing patterns containing the solfege 
sounds, Mi-Re-Do. We also practice moving to the pulse of music using whole notes, 
half notes and quarter notes as our steady beat.  Students also learned about the 
lines and spaces where music notes are written, which is called the staff. 

2nd Grade: 
 Students in 2nd grade primarily focused on melodic training and singing songs 

containing the solfege sounds, La-Sol-Mi.  Some of the songs we learned were, 
“Traffic Light” and “Charlie Over the Ocean.”  2nd grade students also learned and 
performed on a variety of classroom percussion instruments: wood block, 
tambourine, cow bell, hand drum, triangle and guiro. 

1st Grade: 
 1st grade students focused on singing patterns containing the solfege sounds Sol-Mi. 

Students also learned how to perform different rhythmic patterns containing 
quarter note (ta), eighth notes (titi) and rest (silence).  We have also been practicing 
steady beat activities and students had their first experience on xylophones. 

Kindergarten: 
 Kindergarten students have been completing their farm unit. We learned songs about 

many different farm animals (duck, hen, lamb, cow, pig, horse) and performed 
different instruments to go along with each animal (sticks, tambourine, egg shaker, 
cowbell, hand drum, scraper). 

Musically yours, 
Ms. Juliet Soricelli 
juliet.soricelli@henhudschools.org 

Follow us on Instagram to keep up with 
happenings in the Music Department! 
@HenHudMusic 

  



Physical Education 
 All students at B-V School have been enjoying the nice weather and the changing 
colors as we have been very busy with our hiking unit in physical education.  Utilizing the 
trails behind the school, each class is able to do an approximately 1-mile hike during their 
40-minute PE period.  In addition to the exercise benefits, we have been fortunate to see 
various types of wildlife including deer, turkeys and hawks.  The students love the activity 
and appreciate the time to be able to walk and talk with their friends.  Earlier in the month, 
the students all participated in our distance running unit on our back field.  Students in 
grades 2-5 ran 600 yards while our younger students ran 200 yards.  We talk about goal 
setting during this unit as well as pacing. 

Notes from the Classroom 
Kindergarten 

In our Readers’ Workshop, we are working with environmental print right now.  The 
children recognize many food, restaurant and store logos / names.  We use these familiar 
words to begin the reading process.  In addition, we are adding sight words to help with 
reading and writing.  We are learning behaviors of readers such as looking at pictures, 
reading to the end of a book and how to use our “power pointers” as we touch the words we 
see and read. 

In Writers’ Workshop, we are learning to use our drawings to tell a story.  We are 
also developing our stamina for drawing and writing!  There are a lot of skills that go into 
writing a story and we are slowly learning what they are and how we can utilize them.  We 
are beginning to use labels on our pictures.  Some children are using letters while others 
are trying to write whole words.  Our writing is truly a “work in progress” at this time!!!! 
Progress is evident every day! 

In Math, we spend time each day learning concepts such as place value, counting up 
to 30 / 31 and counting the days we have been in school during our calendar time.  In 
addition, we graph the daily temperature and review it to see trends and patterns.  This is 
something we will do all year as part of our Science 21 program. 
 Our focus is on numbers 0-10: how to write the numbers and how to break the 
numbers into “Hidden Partners” (see Math Vocabulary & Terms below.)  While the concept 
of Hidden Partners is a complex one, the children are doing an AMAZING job with it!  We 
are counting on from numbers other than one and use dice games to help us understand the 
concept of subitizing as well as number formations. 

Math Vocabulary & Terms 

 “Hidden Partners” refers to the two 
numbers a larger number can be broken into. For 
example: the hidden partners for 5 could be 2 & 
3, 4 & 1, 5 & 0.  This gets us ready for number 
sentences / equations! 
  



Kindergarten News cont’d 
 Subitizing is the ability to instantly recognize the amount of objects without actually 
counting them. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

 READ with your child each day. 
 PLAY with your child each day. 

o Inside Play: blocks, dolls, Legos, cars, puzzles 

o Outside Play: climb, run, hike, swing, go on nature walks, blow bubbles, use chalk 

 Cook with your child. 
 Have family game time: play board games and card games-using dice really helps 

with subitizing!!!! 
 Create with your child: color, paint, cut, use clay/Play Dough, etc. 
 HAVE FUN Together!!!!! 

First Grade 
Hello from First Grade!  We learned about fire safety this month! 
In Reader’s Workshop, we are celebrating our unit on building good habits.  In our 

next unit, we will become word detectives!  Keep reading at home every night to build 
stamina and fluency! 

In Writer's Workshop, we are learning to use a craft move from a mentor author. 
We can make our characters move or talk in our stories.  We are learning to add exact 
actions and also tell how we were feeling in our stories.  Ask us what we are writing about! 

In Math, we are learning that addition and subtraction number sentences are 
related.  We are using a number line as another strategy.  We can count on with addition 
or count back with subtraction. 

In Science, we are finishing up our unit on the sun, moon and stars.  We are observing 
the moon at night and we also talked about constellations. 

In our next Social Studies unit, we will be learning all about families. 
We are looking forward to celebrating Halloween in our classrooms! 

Second Grade 
 Hello from second grade again!  We continue to be so proud of our students who 
shine on a daily basis!  They have been working hard and trying their best!  In ELA, we are 
continuing our unit on narrative writing and focusing on small moments.  Students have been 
working on their writing pieces through the writing process and now editing and adding 
details… they are coming out great! 
 In Math, we are working on place value.  Ask your child to sing our fun place value 
song!  We are also continuing to strengthen our problem-solving skills by using different 
strategies to help us solve word problems.  We have been working in some fun math centers 
to strengthen our skills as well.  We love to practice these skills with some Smartboard 
activities! 
 This month is bully prevention month, we have been doing lots of different activities 
practicing bully prevention.  Each class even came up with their own bully prevention slogan!  
Let’s continue to spread kindness to everyone! 
We want to thank you again for all you do and all your support!  Thanks for everything!  



Third Grade 
Not only have the leaves begun to fall, but we have fallen into our class routines.  We 

are using all of the reading skills we learned to make predictions with evidence and identify 
problems and solutions throughout our class novel Stone Fox.  Ask your child to finish this 
starter: Previously in Stone Fox… 

We have completed our first unit on Multiplication and Division of Friendly Numbers.  
These are the numbers we know well and can skip count – 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, and 5’s.  Keep 
practicing these facts each day.  It is a gift that will benefit your child for their entire 
life. 

In Writing, we are writing our personal narratives that focus on one special or 
memorable moment in our lives.  Stretching our sentences by adding more details- actions, 
feeling and thoughts- along with strong leads and closings are parts of our pieces.  There 
is much excitement and enthusiasm to write and publish our writings. 

We are finishing up our Science unit on Forces and beginning a study of Geography 
including different landforms.  These landforms will help us understand why people live 
where they do and how they survive as we continue to look at different cultures. 

We look forward to learning about Tarantulas with Kevin Golden, one of our awesome 
custodians! 

Remember to sign up for Parent Teacher Conferences!  It is so exciting to be able 
to share your child’s progress with you and we look forward to seeing you on Google Meet! 

Thank you! 
Fourth Grade 

 Our fourth graders are having a wonderful year so far!  We began exploring the 
state of New York and learning about the Native Americans who were here long before any 
of us!  We’re learning about different tribes and their customs, beliefs and ways of life.  
In Math, we are wrapping up our unit on conversion and getting into multi-digit 
multiplication and division.  Please help your child study their facts at home!  In Reader’s 
Workshop, we are continuing to grow ideas about the characters in our books.  In Writer’s 
Workshop, we are continuing to learn from authors of narrative writing to improve our own 
pieces of writing!  We are off to a great start! 

Fifth Grade 
October has been a busy month in 5th grade!  Students are adjusting well to 5th grade 

and getting used to their new classroom routines. 
We are currently working in our launch unit of Readers’ Workshop.  Students are 

learning to notice how their thinking changes while reading their independent and partner 
books.  In addition, students are able to practice these skills as we read our mentor text, 
Home of the Brave by Katherine Applegate. 

In Math, students have been learning how to multiply and divide using decimals and 
place value. 

This month, many of our fifth graders had the unique opportunity to become SOAR 
ambassadors through an interviewing process.  We look forward to seeing the leadership 
roles they take on with this responsibility! 

Don’t forget to sign up for a parent teacher conference! 



Literacy News 
Top 10 Tips to Help Children Enjoy Reading 

 Reading should be fun. We asked experts and authors what you can do to help 
turn your kids into little bookworms. 

1. Make books a part of family life – Always have books around at home.  
That way you and your children are ready to get reading, even if it’s 
only for ten minutes. 

2.  Join your local library – Get your child a library card.  They’ll be able 
to get their hands on hundreds of fantastic books, as well as the latest 
video games, Blu-rays and DVDs.  Let them choose what they want to 
read to help them develop their own interests. 

3. Read about something they’re interested in – Help your child find the 
right book for them.  It doesn't matter if it's fiction, poetry, comic 
books or non-fiction. 

4. All reading is good – Don’t rule out non-fiction, comics, graphic novels, 
magazines or leaflets.  Reading is reading and it’s all worthwhile. 

5. Get comfortable! – Snuggle up together somewhere warm and cozy, 
whether it’s in bed, on a beanbag or the sofa.  And make sure your child 
has somewhere comfy to read on their own too. 

6. Ask questions – To keep them interested in the story, ask your child 
questions as you read.  Start with ‘Where did we get to last time?’, 
‘Can you remember what’s happened so far?’ and 'What do you think 
will happen next?' 

7. Read whenever you get the chance – Have a book or magazine with you 
for any time your child has to wait, like at the doctor or the dentist. 

8. Read favorites again and again – Encourage your child to re-read the 
books and poems they love.  Re-reading helps to build fluency and 
confidence. 

9. Enjoy bedtime stories – Read with your kids at bedtime as often as you 
can. It’s a great way to end the day and to spend valuable time with 
them. 

10. Make the most of rhyme and repetition – Books and poems with rhymes 
and repeated words or phrases are great for getting your kids to join 
in and remember the words. 

  



NOVEMBER EVENTS 
1st - “Virtual” PTA Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
(link will be shared prior to meeting) 

2nd - SCHOOLS CLOSED FOR PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES 
(Virtual and by appointment) 

2nd – ELECTION DAY 
3rd – Picture Retake Day 

3rd - BOE Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 

4th - Evening Parent / Teacher Conferences 6:00 - 8:15 p.m. 
(Virtual and by appointment) 

5th - B-V PTA Thanksgiving Dessert Fundraiser begins 
7th – Daylight Savings Time ends 

(Be sure to set your clocks back one hour before going to bed Saturday night!) 
11th - SCHOOLS CLOSED FOR VETERAN’S DAY 

12th – World Kindness Day (observed) – Wear Blue 

16th – SRP Recognition Day 

17th - BOE Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 

19th - B-V PTA Thanksgiving Dessert Fundraiser ends 
23rd - B-V PTA Thanksgiving Dessert Fundraiser pick-up 

24th – Half Day dismissal for Thanksgiving 
Buses roll at 11:45 a.m. (Lunch will NOT be served) 

25th & 26th – SCHOOLS CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING RECESS 

25th – HAPPY THANKSGIVING 



B‐V PTA POSTINGS 
November 2021 

 
Want to be included in your child’s school activities and events… 

then join the PTA!  Online Membership: 

https://bves.memberhub.store/ 

Questions, comments, concerns or suggestions?  

Email us: bv.pta@henhudschools.org 

For up to date information: 

Like / Follow us on Facebook – Buchanan-Verplanck PTA 

https://www.facebook.com/BuchananVerplanckPTA 

Like / Follow us on Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/buchananverplanck_pta/ 

If you shop Amazon, you can earn the B-V PTA a little cash 
every time you make a purchase and it won't cost you anything! 

Sign up at https://smile.amazon.com 

Search for "PTA New York Congress 018-351 Buchanan-Verplanck PTA” 

THE NEXT GENERATION OF BOX TOPS IS HERE. 
The new and improved Box Tops mobile app uses state-of-the-art 

technology to scan your store receipt, find participating products and 
instantly add Box Tops to your school's earnings online. We encourage you 

to sign up at www.btfe.com so you will get timely notification of bonus 
opportunities and other Box Top news. 

 



 
November 

10/22 - B-V Thanksgiving Dessert Fundraiser begins / ends 11/5 
Purchase your Thanksgiving desserts from B-V PTA! 

Support students, families, and teachers while simultaneously supporting local businesses. 
B-V is proud to support: Baked by Susan (Croton-on-Hudson) &  

Red Door Baking Company (Buchanan) 
For Online ordering  
Go to http://bit.ly/bvdesserts2021. Payments accepted via PayPal, Venmo, and Zelle.  
Paper order forms should be returned to the B-V Main Office with cash or check made 
payable to B-V PTA. 
Questions? Contact Erin Prada at erin.prada@gmail.com or 845-490-0781 

 
1st - PTA Meeting (Virtual) 7 - 8 p.m. 

 
3rd - School Photo Retake Day 

 
12th - World Kindness Day observed –  

        Wear Blue 
 

16th - SRP Recognition Day 
 

23rd - B-V Thanksgiving Dessert Fundraiser pick-up at B-V 
School 6 - 8 p.m.  

WE CANNOT STORE OR DELIVER ORDERS. Items are perishable. Orders 
not picked up by 8:00 p.m. on November 23rd will be donated to a local 
food pantry. 
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B-V PTA FALL SCAVENGER HUNT 

PUMPKIN 
FALL LEAVES 

GHOST 
CANDY 

COLORFUL LIGHTS 
COSTUME 

CANDY APPLES 
MUMS 
HAY 

GOURDS 
SPOOKY SKELETON 

  

  
The B-V PTA invites you to go on a hunt with 
your family!  
1. As you find each item, take a photo with it 

as proof, and then check it off your list! 
2. After you have completed your list, send 

your photos to bv.pta@henhudschools.org 
and make sure to include your student’s 
name and teacher! 

3. Deadline for submission of photos is 
November 14th. 

Students who complete the hunt will receive a 
special surprise and their photos included in the 

Fall Scavenger Hunt Slideshow Presentation! 

SLIDESHOW WILL BE SHARED ON 
OUR PTA FACEBOOK & 

INSTAGRAM PAGES AT THE END 
OF NOVEMBER.  

Like / Follow us on Facebook 
– Buchanan-Verplanck PTA 

https://www.facebook.com/BuchananVerplanckPTA 

Like / Follow us on Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/buchananverplanck_pta/ 
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